TRAVELLING  WITH   DOUGLAS
Baruni and Husain Khan. They were satisfied with 100 krans
each, to be deducted from future emoluments.
'We camped at Shah-in-Shah 9 miles south of Khtirra-
mabad, near Kadkhuda Muradi of the Muradaliwand. A few
nights later thieves visited the camp; one was surprised by
Douglas at the door of our tent, and during the hue and cry
that followed another one managed to steal a mule belonging
to Mirza Ali Akbar.'
But for this incident and for interminable wranglings,
over money and the respective responsibilities of the
various tribes in their particular areas, the journey to
Dizful, which we reached on November 9th, was unevent-
ful. It was the first occasion on which I had travelled
with a fellow European and the experience was sometimes
irksome to us both. He knew no Persian and was un-
acquainted with Persian ways and not ready to adopt
them. He could not sit comfortably on the ground. He
wanted regular meals and did not relish Persian food.
He was a most competent engineer but was exhausted by
long hours in the saddle to which I was inured, and did
not enjoy scaling the mountains in heavy boots which I
had long ago discarded for Persian cloth shoes. He would
not grow a beard, as I did, in a country where all grown
men were bearded. It is greatly to his credit that we
never quarrelled and that he bore me no grudge when we
parted.
At Dizftil I found the survey party awaiting our arrival
and I handed over to my friend and successor, Capt. J. S.
Crosthwaite, the original agreements that I had made,
with the fullest available detaik, hoping optimistically
and in all good faith that I had done something to smooth
his path. Events soon showed that I had done nothing
of the sort but had, in fact, committed what I may fairly
call iny first big mistake. I should not have attempted
to conclude agreements at the other end of the line. I
should have sent the Burujird Agent perhaps via Baghdad
261